Program Components

ELIGIBLE YOUTH

Ages 12 —-17

Eligible youth are those who meet pre/post
adjudication status and those who require
intensive after school supervision.

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
Eligibility is determined by the Youth Study
Center (YSC) intake staff, judges and intake
officers of Families in Need of Services
(FINS)

Group Session Days:
Monday/Wednesday 4:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.

Location: Nora Navra Library
1902 St. Bernard Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70116

Youth will participate in the MELOW Pro-
gram for a minimum of thirty-five (35) busi-
ness days. He will participate in all the ac-
tivities and adhere to all the rules of the pro-
gram and all staff while participating in on
and off-site activities.

The MELOW program also incorporates the
Living Intelligently for Ever (LIFE) modules
with including the following topics:

e Self Awareness
¢ Self Defeating Attitudes and Behaviors
¢ Goal Setting: Anger Management

e Communications SKkills
¢ Time Management

¢ Financial Management
e Leadership

[ ]

Career Development

Program Contact Information

Willie L. Morgan, MA CJ
Program Coordinator
504-658-9554 (o)

504-358-9885 (c)

Wlmorgan@nola.gov

“Your voice can change the
WORLD”

Barack Obama

Group is held at the
Nora Navra Library
1902 St. Bernard Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70116

ORLEANS PARISH JUVENILE COURT

MELOW
Men Engaging in
Lieadership &
Opportunity Works

Orleans Parish Juvenile Court

1100-B Milton St

New Orleans, LA 70122

Phone: 504-658-9500
Fax: 504-658-9556

Judges

Candice Bates Anderson, Chief Judge
Ernestine S. Gray

Mark J. Doherty

Tammy M. Stewart

Desiree Cook-Calvin



Introduction

Welcome to the MELOW Program. ME-
LOW is a pre-adjudicatory program de-
signed to serve as an alternative to secure
detention, intervention/prevention course of
action, and mentoring program for teen male
status offenders and post adjudication pro-
bation teen males.

The mission of the MELOW Program is to
provide additional support to at-risk youth
who are involved in delinquent and/or high-
risk behaviors. The overall goal of the ME-
LOW Program is to provide a safe and
structured environment for youth after
school and until bed time hours, which is
normally the peak hours in which youth par-
ticipate in delinquent activities.

The MELOW Program has a strong belief
that individuals have the ability to control

their own actions and behaviors. .

It is also the belief of the MELOW Pro-
gram that with some guidance from the
MELOW Counselors, youth will learn to
make more positive and rational decisions
through the use of the skills learned while
participating in MELOW.

Program Description

The MELOW Program will provide an edu-
cational, inspirational and supervised envi-
ronment for low to medium risk teen boys
currently involved with the Orleans Parish
Juvenile court. The program serves as an
alternative to detention, intervention/

prevention course of action, and mentoring

program for pre-adjudicated teen boys, status

offenders and post adjudication probation

boys. These youth otherwise may be de-

tained, or removed from the home because of

their supervisory needs. The program is de-
signed to keep low to medium risk youth
from re-offense or failure to appear to court
hearing. The program may also serve as a
post adjudication condition of probation.

MELOW provides youth with supervision in

a safe, structured setting and is intended to
address the specific needs of young men
involved in the juvenile justice system and
divert them from delinquent activity during
times known for peak delinquent activity.
The program provides a structured, super-
vised, environment during out of school
hours, from the end of the school day. The
MELOW program includes pre and post
assessment, homework assistance, tailored
life skills sessions featuring guest speakers.
The program provides and incorporates the
most effective methods for monitoring
male youth involved in the juvenile justice
system, while holding them accountable as
they continue to be engaged with school
and relationships with their families and
communities.

The Program will also provide weekly
group counseling. Within 30 days of en-
rollment into the MELOW Program, each
participant will receive a minimum of 2
individual counseling sessions with a Li-

censed Professional Counselor (LPC).



